
6. Exercise Title: Becoming Nelson

Worksheet: Nelson Mandela 
Speech

“We speak here of the challenge of the dichotomies of
war and peace, violence and non-violence, racism and
human dignity, oppression and repression and liberty
and human rights, poverty and freedom from want.

We stand here today as nothing more than a
representative of the millions of our people who dared
to rise up against a social system whose very essence
is war, violence, racism, oppression, repression and the

impoverishment of an entire people.

I am also here today as a representative of the millions
of people across the globe, the anti-apartheid

movement, the governments and organisations that
joined with us, not to fight against South Africa as a

country or any of its peoples, but to oppose an inhuman
system and sue for a speedy end to the apartheid crime

against humanity.

These countless human beings, both inside and outside
our country, had the nobility of spirit to stand in the
path of tyranny and injustice, without seeking selfish

gain. They recognised that an injury to one is an injury
to all and therefore acted together in defence of justice

and a common human decency."
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- Nelson Mandela, 10 December 1993
(Nobel Peace Prize Award Ceremony)
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